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 The building of the temple was considered as one of 
the major accomplishments of Solomon’s life. It was in the 
fourth year of his reign over Israel that “he began to build 
the house of the LORD” (1 Kings 6:1). Seven years later, that 
amazing structure was completed (1 Kings 6:38). That is 
correct: it took seven years to build the temple. The histori-
cal date for its completion was about B.C. 967, and it was 
located at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah (2 Chronicles 3:1). 
  

 In terms of its size, the temple was considerably larg-
er than the tabernacle which the Israelites erected at 
Mount Sinai in the days of Moses. Solomon’s temple was 
sixty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and thirty cubits tall (1 
Kings 6:2,3). If we count a cubit as one and one-half feet, the dimensions would have been 
ninety feet by thirty feet (27.5 meters by 9.1 meters) and its height would have been forty-
five feet (13.7 meters).  

  

 The work force employed to build the house of Jehovah was enormous. Under an 
agreement Solomon made with Hiram, who was king of Tyre, Hiram and his servants provid-
ed and transported cedar and cypress logs to Israel for the temple (1 Kings 5:6-10). In addi-
tion, Solomon raised a labor force in Israel, assigned men to carry burdens or quarry stones 
in the mountain, and set up supervisors of these activities. There were more than one hun-
dred fifty thousand workers involved, perhaps more (1 Kings 5:13-16).  

  

 What spiritual lessons can we learn from the temple and the efforts made to con-
struct it?  

Verse of the Week 

Walk in wisdom toward 
those who are outside, re-
deeming the time. Let your 

speech always bewith grace, 
seasoned with salt, that you 
may know how you ought to 

answer each one.  

Colossians 4:5-6  

LESSONS FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OF SOLOMON’S TEMPLE  

SUNDAY: 9.30 a.m. Sunday School & Bible Study | 10.30 a.m. Worship | 5.00 p.m. Evening Service 

WEDNESDAY: 7.30 p.m. Mid Week Bible Study 

If you know anyone who would love to study the Bible please  
contact any member of this congregation.  

Church St church of Christ 
Address: 10 Church St, Bayswater, VIC 3153 
Phone: +613 9729 6034 
Email: contact.us@churchstreetcoc.org.au 

Prayer Request 

 Pray for the health of: 

 Raquel and her asthma 

 Aunty Hon’s health challenges 

 Mary’s allergy and recovery 

 Travellers: 

 Daniel weekly work travel to 
Geelong 

 Syntyche weekly travel to wor-
ship 

Prayer request?   
Articles or News to share?  

Send us an email or contact any of 
the members in this congregation.  

We will be happy to 
include it in this 
Newsletter. 

MOTHER’S IN THE BIBLE QUIZ 

1. Who was the mother of Jesus? (Matthew 1:16)  

2. Who was the mother of Cain and Abel?(Genesis 4:1-2)  

3. Who was the mother of John the Baptist?(Luke 1:57-60)  

4. Who was the mother of Isaac?(Genesis 21:3)  

5. Who was the mother of Jacob and Esau?(Genesis 25:21-26)  

6. Who was the mother of Joseph and Benjamin?(Genesis 46:19)  

7. Who was the mother of King Solomon?(2 Samuel 12:24)  

8. Who was the mother of Ishmael?(Genesis 16:15)  

9. Who was the mother of Samuel?(1 Samuel 1:20)  

10. Who was the mother-in-law of Ruth?(Ruth 1) 

Answers: 1.Mary 2.Eve 3.Elizabeth 4.Sarah 5.Rebekah 6.Rachel 7.Bathsheba 8.Hagar 9.Hannah 10.Naomi 



 It was David, Solomon’s father, who originally proposed the building of a structure in 
which to place the ark of God (2 Samuel 7). By Jehovah’s wisdom, the task of building 
the temple was given to Solomon instead of David. What sounded like a sensible plan 
to David (for him to be the builder) was not what the Lord had in mind. We are remind-
ed that God’s approach and thinking often are different from those of humans (Isaiah 
55:8,9).  

 God gave Noah specific instructions about how to build an ark (Genesis 6). In the same 
way, He gave Moses a pattern for the construction of the tabernacle (Exodus 25:8,9). 
God likewise provided a pattern/plan for Solomon’s temple: “Then David gave his son 
Solomon the plans for the vestibule, its houses, its treasuries, its upper chambers, its 
inner chambers, and the place of the mercy seat; and the plans for all that he had by the 
Spirit . . . ‘All this,’ said David, ‘the LORD made me understand in writing, by His hand 
upon me, all the works of these plans’” (1 Chronicles 28:11,12,19). Would God expect 
Solomon to comply with the instructions of His revealed plans for the temple? Of 
course. He expects the same of us today, calling on us to hold fast the pattern of sound 
words (2 Timothy 1:13).  

 Solomon was greatly blessed by the work which his father, David, did. Before Solomon 
put forth a single effort to start the temple’s construction, David’s activities set the 
stage for Solomon’s work. First of all, David fought and conquered the nations sur-
rounding Israel. Thus, when Solomon came to the throne, it was a time of peace for 
Israel (1 Kings 5:2-4). There is no indication that Solomon ever engaged in any type of 
military battle. He did not have to look over his shoulder for an opposing army; instead, 
he could devote his attention to building the temple.  

 

 Another thing David did which greatly benefitted Solomon was he prepared materi-
als which could be used for the temple’s construction (1 Chronicles 22:5; 29:1-3). In doing 
the Lord’s work, you and I also are blessed by the efforts which others have made in the 
past or continue to make in the present (John 4:35-38).  

 In connection with Solomon building the Lord’s house, God gave the king and Israel the 
conditional promise to dwell among His people and not forsake them (1 Kings 6:11-13). 
What was Israel’s part of the bargain? They must walk in God’s commandments. It is no 
secret that slightly less than four hundred years after the temple was completed, Jeho-
vah destroyed it by the hands of the Babylonian army in B.C. 586 (2 Chronicles 36:15-
19). As Jesus noted, the temple was supposed to be “a house of prayer,” but when He 
was on the earth, it was “a den of thieves” (Mark 11:17).  

 David proclaimed that his son would build a house for the Lord which would be 
“exceedingly magnificent, famous, and glorious throughout all countries” (1 Chronicles 
22:5). Here is a solemn reminder: a beautiful, material facility cannot cause people to 
be spiritually-minded or faithful to God. The temple was a magnificent structure, but 
such a building could not cause people to have a humble heart that was in love with 
and willing to submit to Jehovah (Deuteronomy 6:5). No physical structure today is the 
key to a local church’s numerical growth or spiritual maturity. The most important fac-
tor in God’s service is people’s heart, not a material building.  

Shepherd the Flock 

The elders who are among you I exhort, I 
who am a fellow elder and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of 
the glory that will be revealed: Shepherd 
the flock of God which is among you, serv-
ing as overseers, not by compulsion 
but willingly, not for dishonest gain but 
eagerly; nor as being lords over those en-
trusted to you, but being examples to the 
flock; and when the Chief Shepherd ap-Monthly News and Announcements 

 Events 

1 Prayer Night 

4 Youth Fellowship 

5 Building Contribution 

6 Women’s Bible Study 

11 
Leon & Randall Home 

Fellowship 

26 Church Luncheon 

26 Men’s Business Meeting 

13 Charlie 

28 Boon Chin 

30 Ruby 

31 Mei Ji 

Men to Serve 

 

Morning Service This Week Next Week 

Sunday School Song Stephen Peter 

Bible Class Charlie Charlie 

Song Leader Peter Jonathan 

Opening Prayer Leon Stephen 

Lord’s Supper  Randall Peter 

L.S. Assistance Tristan Daniel 

Scripture Reading Adam Reuben 

Sermon Charlie Charlie 

Prayer Han Jin 

Evening Service   

Song Leader Leon Peter 

Prayer Charlie Han 

Scripture Reading Daniel Jonathan 

Sermon Stephen Randall 

Prayer Peter Daniel 

Statistics Last Week 

Attendance: 49 (AM) 

Contribution: $1501.15 

Building: $518.00 

Ushers  

This week Yih Ting & Olivia 

Next week Jin & Geoh Soon 

 At the dedication of the temple, Solomon prayed, charged the Israelites to be loyal to 
God, and offered an incredible number of animal sacrifices (1 Kings 8:14-65). Excitement 
was in the air! Faithful service to God must go beyond initial excitement to daily devo-
tion to Him (Luke 9:23). Israel’s history reveals that she struggled to learn that lesson. 
What about us?         

- Roger D. Campbell 

AM Lesson Title:  Confessing Jesus as Lord 

(Philippians 2:9-11) 

PM Lesson Title: Spiritual Health (3 John 2) 

Visitors / Guests Last week 

Yu Kong (Mei Yean’s dad from Melaka 

CoC) 


